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For immediate release — Sunday 6" June 2010

ICAP Leopard Tamed By High Pressure
100ft Super-Maxi Ends Transatlantic Record Attempt

ICAP Leopard, the 100ft super-maxi racing yacht owned by Helical Bar PLC chief executive Mike
Slade, has ended her transatlantic record attempt. After a fantastic start, ICAP Leopard found herself
in a windless high pressure at 02:00 UTC on Saturday 420 nm from the finish. With the record
looking less and less achievable, Skipper and Boat Captain Chris Sherlock took the decision to

abandon the attempt.

Having started on Saturday 29" May in New York, ICAP Leopard has had to contend with variable
conditions from the start. The crew worked hard in the first few hours to position themselves
correctly to pick up a weather front with enough breeze to get them up to record speed. Having
achieved this, the crew were then able to keep the boat going fast through a cold and wet few days
mid-Atlantic. With a record attempt of this nature the weather has to be consistently good for the
entire voyage, which is hard to predict 9 or 10 days in advance. On this occasion a high pressure
system on the approach to the UK blocked ICAP Leopard’s path and ended any hope of breaking the

record.

ICAP Leopard Owner, Mike Slade, commented:”"We have a great yacht which has now proven itself
over the last three years to be physically fast enough and powerful enough to easily churn out 500+
miles day after day and could have broken this record. However, on this occasion it materialised that
the weather was not on our side and after a fantastic run at the start, the crew were forced to gybe
all the way home during the latter part of the race. It just goes to prove how difficult this record is to

beat and what a great boat Mari Cha IV was.”

Chris Sherlock also commented: “The crew did a phenomenal job to put us in such a great position
during the first 5 days of the attempt, it is just a real shame that the forecast didn't work out for us
on this occasion. When we started we always knew that there may be a ridge of high pressure
blocking our route to the finish, but we hoped that we would be able to navigate our way through
without slowing too much. It is really disappointing that our record attempt was thwarted by the wind

gods but no doubt we'll be back to take on the mighty Atlantic again next year.”

ICAP Leopard will now spend the summer in UK waters competing in the JP Morgan Round the Island
Race on 19" June followed by a large number of corporate charters and sponsor commitments. Her

next record breaking adventure will see Slade and his crew attempt to take on the Sevenstar Round



Great Britain & Ireland Race starting on August 23 this year. Once again they will be equipped with

a tracker and their adventures can be followed at www.leopard3.com. Following this ICAP Leopard

will head to the warmer waters of the Mediterranean and the Caribbean for further racing on the
International circuit.
— END —

For all media enquiries and images free for editorial use, please contact:
Henry Foster or Alex Mills, Pitch

T: +44 207 494 1616

M: 07834 522767 or 07825 363646

Email: henry.foster@pitch.co.uk or alex.mills@pitch.co.uk

For enquiries about sponsorship & hospitality onboard Leopard contact:
Louise Eddom, Marketing Manager, Ocean Marine

T: +44 (0)2380 220388

M: +44 (0)7909 662233

Email: louise@leopard3.com

Leopard:
Leopard follows in the footsteps of super-maxi yachts Ocean Leopard (1988-1999) and Leopard of
London (2000-2006). Like her predecessors she is aimed towards top-level race sponsorship, day

charters and, longer term, charters in the warmer waters of the Mediterranean and the Caribbean.

Farr Yacht Design provided Leopard'’s basic naval architecture and construction engineering, whilst
styling and interior was designed by Ken Freivokh. The boat was built by McConaghy Boats in Sydney,

Australia, with Chris Sherlock acting as owner’s representative.

For more information regarding Leopard, please visit: www.leopard3.com


http://www.leopard3.com/�
mailto:henry.foster@pitch.co.uk�
mailto:alex.mills@pitch.co.uk�
mailto:louise@leopard3.com�
http://www.leopard3.com/�

